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Locally 
Owned & 

Operated by 
Randy & 
Carmen 

Rasmussen

HARLAN
908 7th Street

800-373-6440755-3151

Rowland Burton
State Certified General Real Property Appraiser

2144 1900th Street 
Irwin, IA 51446

Phone 
712-782-3203

CONGRATULATIONS TO SHELBY COUNTY’S PORk PRODUCERS…
THE AREA’S TOP PRODUCERS

FAREWAY’S
FULL-SERVICE 

MEAT DEPARTMENT
Fresh Quality Meats, Friendly Personal service

Your FULL SERVICE Meat Counter
Grocery - 755-2030 • Meat - 755-7227

Meat Department Manager Tony Quandt

USDA 
CHOICE 

BEEF

FRESH
 POULTRY

FINEST 
PORK

Offering One of the Largest Meat Counters in Southwest Iowa!

All 
Natural 

Pork

2021

BABy BAck 
riBs

$299lB.

Price valid through 10/29/2022

8 oz
Price valid through 10/29/2022

FrEE 
Crazy fresh

honeyCrisp apple salsa

WhEN you Buy oNE
all natural pork tenderloins 

APProx. 
2-2.5 lB EAch

ISU Extension & Outreach Shelby County
906 6th Street, Harlan, IA 51537
712-755-3104

BUILDING A #STRONGIOWA

#STRONGIOWA
JOIN US WWW.EXTENSION.IASTATE.EDU/SHELBY

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY
Extension and Outreach
Shelby County
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Brand • Products

755-2027 • 111 Cyclone Ave. •  Harlan

Mitch Osborn, Auctioneer • HARLAN, IA • 712-579-4824

John Clayton, Auctioneer • WALNut, IA • 712-249-1024

Curtis Osborn, Auctioneer • SHeNANdOAH, IA • 712-246-8722

• Household 
• Antique 
• Farm 
• Land

For ALL Your Auction Needs!

• Household
• Antique
• Farm 
• Land

For ALL Your Auction Needs!

Mitch Osborn, Auctioneer • HARLAN, IA • 712-579-4824

John Clayton, Auctioneer • WALNUT, IA  • 712-249-1024

Curtis Osborn, Auctioneer • SHENANDOAH, IA • 712-246-8722

TOM’S ELECTRIC & 
GRAIN EQUIPMENT, INC.

tomelect@fmctc.com
712-627-4610  •  105 Weber St., Westphalia, IA

America's Finest
Grain Management Systems

Conrad American is a leading manufacturer of  
America's finest and heaviest grain management systems.

Our commitment to quality and service is what sets us apart.

Residential and Commercial Wiring
Transport augers also available.

Greater Protection.
Better Service.

Lower coSt.
The Prudent Farmer
Buys Insurance…the
Careful Farmer buys

County Mutual Insurance!

Hazards such as fire and storms can spell disaster 
on the farm. Be covered by your local 

County Mutual Insurance.
• Fire & Lightning
• Hail
• Windstorm Protection
• Electrocution

• New Comprehensive 
Coverage on Large 
Machinery

• Collision

• Overturn of Machinery
• Smoke and Explosion
• Theft
• Aircraft and Vehicles

For Over 135 Years, We’ve Been Proud
To Serve Our Area Livestock & Crop Producers!

Founded In 1887
Brock Darling, Manager/Agent 

 Lori Baughman, Agent 
 Jessica Nielsen, Agent

Phone 755-3171 • 877-755-3171 • 1117 7th St., Harlan, IA



Page 4Country Views Harlan Tribune
Tuesday, October 25, 2022

TRUE. BLUE. Advantage.

FIND YOUR MODEL OF HERITAGE AT YOUR LOCAL KINZE DEALER

Kinze.com
©2022 by Kinze Manufacturing, Inc. All rights reserved.

,
1051
1,050 bu.

1121
1,100 bu.

1321
1,300 bu.*

1421
1,400 bu.*

1521
1,500 bu.*

1721
1,700 bu.

NOW is the time to buy a NEW proven single, dual, or 
corner dual auger Kinze Harvest Commander grain cart  
at the BEST AVAILABILITY of the year!

Six different sizes from 1,050 to 1,700 bushels, in three auger 
configurations, and three transport options, ensure you have the 
right model, with the best features, available for your farm. 

*Capacity when cart is equipped with tracks.

SorenSen equipment
Hwy. 59 • Harlan, IA • 712-755-2455

www.sorensenequipment.com

www.facebook.com/ShelbyCountyFarmBureau

Mission:
To create a vibrant future 

for agriculture, 
farm families 

and their communities.

Steven P. Kock, AFM
Real Estate Broker, Iowa & Nebraska

Certi�ed General Appraiser, Iowa
Harlan, Iowa

712-579-1071   800-850-8091   skock@msbna.com

Personalized Farm Management Services 
to Meet the Owner’s Goals & Objectives

Professional Farm Management
Real Estate Sales & Acquisitions

Certi�ed Real Estate Appraisals
 33 Years of Farm Management 
and Real Estate Experience
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  The pork industry has undergone significant chang-
es  over  the  last  several  decades,  transforming  from 
a  commodity-oriented  industry  that  relied  largely on 
family labor to a more capital-intensive, science-and-
technology-driven  industry  producing  products  for 
many diverse consumers. The industry also faces con-
siderable challenges in the coming years as it works to 
capture opportunities of increased consumer expecta-
tions and expanding markets for U.S. pork.
  Industry Size and Structure | The average U.S. farm 
size has increased in recent years, though the trend to-
ward  fewer  farms has  slowed.  In  fact,  from 2012  to 
2017,  the  number  of  hog  farms  in  the United States 
increased by almost 3,200. 
  However,  as  global  market  conditions  and  com-
peting demand for feed grain inputs push production 
costs  higher,  effective  marketing,  financial  planning 
and risk management strategies are becoming neces-
sary ingredients for industry survival. Producers of all 
sizes are asking if they are large enough, and contract 
production  arrangements  are  becoming  increasingly 
popular. It remains true that effective management is 
key to success regardless of farm size or structure.
  The  family  farm  remains  the  dominant  business 
structure for the U.S. hog industry. Family farms com-
prise 96% of all U.S. farms with hogs and account for 
81% of the hog inventory, according to the 2017 Cen-
sus of Agriculture Farm Typology report.
  Regardless  of  the  size  or  ownership  of  the  enter-
prise, hog and pork production does create economic 
activity in the state and community where it is located. 
If  the firm  is  not  locally owned,  the profits may not 
remain  entirely  in  the  community.  However,  major 
inputs  (feed,  labor, utilities,  trucking,  services, prop-
erty taxes, etc.) will likely still be provided locally or 
within the region. 

Animal Health and Biosecurity 
  Domestic disease pressure has heightened in recent 
years, which has  led  to  a  lag  in productivity growth 
(pigs per litter, farrowings per sow, etc.). Staying pre-
pared and having well-thought-out animal health and 
biosecurity programs  in place  remain critical  to pro-
tecting  against  new,  emerging  and  foreign  diseases. 
Genetic  technology  has  advanced  in  recent  years, 
and  reducing  disease  pressures  may  allow  potential 
productivity gains  to be  realized.  In addition,  the  in-
dustry must remain diligent in its efforts to prevent an 
outbreak  of African  swine  fever  (ASF)  inthe United 
States. Such an outbreak would be a devastating ani-
mal health crisis with extremely negative implications 
for market prices, export opportunities and the overall 

economy.
Worker Shortages 

  Increased levels of production and the adoption of 
new technology have supported a greater demand for 
skilled, full-time workers on hog farms. Pork packing 
and processing plants also require more workers to op-
erate at full, optimal capacity levels. However, main-
taining adequate staffing  levels on farms and  in pro-
cessing plants has been increasingly difficult in recent 
years despite higher wage offerings, bonus programs 
and competitive benefits. 
  While  current  tightness  in  the  broader  U.S.  labor 
market plays a role, many labor challenges are tied to 
long-term demographic trends in rural America. Slow-
ing  U.S.  population  growth  and  increased  levels  of 
outmigration have caused populations of rural, farm-
ing  counties  to  decline  over  time  while  the  median 
age of the rural workforce continues to increase. The 
result  is  a  shrinking  and  aging  rural  labor  force  that 
is  increasingly  unable  to  fill  the workforce  needs  of 
the pork industry.  Current visa programs that allow 
foreign-born workers  to fill  on-farm  job openings  in 
other industries are not well-suited for an industry that 
requires year-round animal care and technical support. 
Without policy  intervention,  labor shortages  threaten 
to limit pork production in the years to come, under-
mining an important sector of the economy.

 Exports and Trade 
Exports  are  an  important  component of overall  pork 
demand. The United States is 1 of 3 top pork produc-
ing and exporting countries  in  the world, accounting 
for about 26% of global pork exports in 2021. 
  Despite  rising  breakeven  price  levels  in  recent 
years, the U.S. remains a relatively low-cost producer 
with  significant natural  resources and has been a  re-
liable  supplier  amid worldwide  supply  chain  issues. 
These are all important considerations for global buy-
ers. More than 25% of all U.S. pork is exported, add-
ing over $62 per head to the value of each hog mar-
keted. Expanding market access by removing nontariff 
trade barriers for U.S. pork will be important for future 
industry growth. Relationships with major trade part-
ners must be solvent for trade to remain the important 
component it is. 

 Environment and Sustainability 
 The  environmental  impact  of  pork production  is  an 
important matter that is not independent of the indus-
try’s economic contribution. The most recent retroac-
tive life-cycle assessment of the pork industry shows 
that U.S. producers have significantly reduced the re-
sources required to produce each pound of pork. Ac-

cording to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
hog  production  accounted  for  0.47%  of  total  U.S. 
greenhouse  gas  emissions  in  2020,  making  the  in-
dustry’s carbon footprint per pound of pork produced 
nearly 21% smaller than in 1990. 
Because  of  differences  in  climate,  cropping  patterns 
and manure management practices across the country, 
uniform environmental standards may have differing 
regional  impacts on hog production. For  this  reason, 
the pork industry’s sustainability goals and metrics are 
focused on outcomes rather than specific practices.
  As a whole, the pork industry has established goals 
to continue improving water-use efficiency, soil, land, 
biodiversity  and  nutrient  management  while  further 
reducing the industry’s carbon footprint by 2030.   

 Opportunities for Value-added Production 
  Markets  for  products  with  specific  attributes  (e.g., 
organic,  antibiotic  use,  animal  housing  specifica-
tions, etc.) have expanded in recent years. As demand 
for  these  types  of  products  increases,  different  seg-
ments  of  the  marketing  channel  must  communicate 
more closely with one another. This communication, 
whether  formal  (via specification contracts) or  infor-
mal (through market signals) will coordinate to deliver 
specific characteristics  for a given product  line. Pro-
cess-verified programs present additional value-added 
opportunities for the pork industry. However, it is im-
portant that any market growth be based on consumer 
demand  for  differentiated  products  rather  than  im-
posed  regulations, which  inflict  significant  costs  and 
inefficiencies on producers and  the entire pork value 
chain. Each individual producer will face decisions at 
the farm level about which product channels they will 
supply based on the costs and incentives to produce.

Looking Ahead 
 The future size and structure of the U.S. pork industry 
will be determined by the individual decisions of more 
than 60,000 farms, the devoted individuals who oper-
ate  them and  their potential successors. With current 
demographics,  including producer age and an equity 
distribution skewed  to older producers, a  large share 
of  productive  assets  in  the  pork  industry will  likely 
change hands over the next decade. Future policy and 
educational efforts should be designed not only to en-
courage  and  assist  beginning  farmers  entering  pork 
production but also to address long-run challenges and 
enhance  their  chances  of  surviving,  prospering  and 
growing as viable farm operators.

 Source: National Pork Producers Council U.S. Pork 
Industry: Current Structure and Economic Importance

Pork industry issues and opportunities
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AHRENHOLTZ CONSTRUCTION
G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S

The Builder’s Choice in Metal Building Solutions
 Ahrenholtz Construction has been an Authorized Chief Builder 
for over 50 years in Shelby and Harrison Counties.  The differ-
ences in metal building contractors might not seem substantial, 
but they are!  
 You will find the levels of customer service between contractors 
can be significant and our award winning team can do it for you!

 

RETAILCOMMERCIAL GOVERNMENT INDUSTRIAL
 We take pride in going above and beyond, striving to exceed 
our customers’ expectations every time we deliver a new build-
ing.  
 It’s what sets us apart, and it’s why those who know Chief 
Buildings choose Ahrenholtz Construction to build them, just look 
below at some of our customers from across the area. 

Manning, Iowa

Compare our workmanship, design and service
One of Iowa’s most award winning metal building contractors

Manning, Iowa

Portsmouth, Iowa

Harlan, Iowa

2603 SW Ave. • Harlan • www.ahrenholtzconstruction.com • aconst@fmctc.com

Missouri Valley, Iowa

®

Manilla, Iowa

Our 19th year!

Iowa is the #1 pork producing state in the 
U.S. and the top state for pork exports. 

The team at United Bank of Iowa is proud 
to support area pork producers and their 

efforts to feed the world. 

Iowa’s #1 Ag Bank

Harlan 
1802 23rd St

712-755-5800
unitedbk.bank

Member FDIC

This message is funded by the 
Shelby County Pork Promoters 

and the Pork Checkoff.

Put it on the Plate.

October is National Pork Month and Iowa’s pig farmers 
want you to put it on the plate!

You can’t go wrong with pork. It’s lean, low in fat, packed 
with important nutrients and is a heart-healthy protein.

Iowa’s hog farmers take great pride in humanely and 
ethically raising quality pork and invite you to try some today!

Put it on the Plate.

October is National Pork Month and Iowa’s pig farmers 
want you to put it on the plate!

You can’t go wrong with pork. It’s lean, low in fat, packed 
with important nutrients and is a heart-healthy protein.

Iowa’s hog farmers take great pride in humanely and 
ethically raising quality pork and invite you to try some today!

You can't go wrong with pork. It's 
lean, low in fat, packed with important 
nutrients and is a heart-healthy 
protein.

Iowa's hog farmers take great pride in 
humanely and ethically raising quality 
pork and invite you to try some today!
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You can’t go wrong with pork. It’s lean, low in fat, packed 
with important nutrients and is a heart-healthy protein.

Iowa’s hog farmers take great pride in humanely and 
ethically raising quality pork and invite you to try some today!
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denison Livestock
Auction

sALe every sAturdAy

www.denisonLivestock.com
JR: 269-7777
Barn: 263-3149

Tom: 263-0224
Dave V.: 265-1189

John S.: 822-5589
Randy P.: 644-7610

Erv Pauley & Sons, Owners & Operators • Barn 263-3149

ESTaBliShED SincE 1943
Feeder Pigs 8:30 am   • Misc. 9:00 am
Sheep 9:30 am • Baby Calves 11 am

Followed by Baby Calves & Bred Cows, Feeder Calves, Weigh Cows

nelson farm supply
Hwy. 44 east • Harlan, ia (712) 755-3115 • 1-800-772-6184

Portsmouth

Shelby

farm service cooperative

Wishing all farmers a safe 
and profitable harvest. 

Make

a Part of your         
farMing oPeration. 

www.fscoop.com

We're Hiring!Open positions are listed at www.fscoop.com/careers

MonogramMonogram
prepared
meats

Harlan, Iowa

Proud Business Partners with 
the Citizens of Shelby County!

KEVIN MILLS
628 Road M47, Harlan, IA 51537  |  (712) 249-5938

praroag@metc.net  |  midwestseed.com

P ra i r i e  r o s e  a g
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902 7th St, Harlan, IA 51537
(712) 733-9670 | integrityfreight.com

Come See Us 

for all your bulk 
transportation needs!

We also specialize in Organic 
Grain Shipment.

DRY DISTILLER GRAIN
FERTILIZER 
FEED SALT
ROAD SALT 
GRAIN 
BULK FEED INGREDIENTSFR

EIG
HT

 SP
EC

IA
LT

IES
Heath Stein 
Agent 

1113 7th St. Ste 101 
Harlan, IA 51537
Heath.Stein@fbfs.com
heathstein.fbfsagents.com

712.235.3040       712.579.9398 cell       712.733.8020 fax

Harlan Tribune
Tuesday, October 25, 2022

hogs on 
concrete

Stowe
RedeMix

Harlan, Ia • 712-755-5722

The U.S. pork industry represents a significant 
value-add to the agricultural economy and a major 

contributor to the overall U.S. economy. In 2021, more 
than 66,000 U.S. pork producers marketed 140+ 

million hogs valued at over $28+ billion in gross cash 
receipts. The sales generated from hog marketings 

and pork processing support a total economic 
contribution of $35+ billion in personal income, $57+ 
billion in value added (GDP), and more than 610,000 

jobs in the U.S. economy.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 
— The National Pork Pro-
ducers Council (NPPC) 
released a new economic 
report highlighting how 
America’s pig farmers are 
significant contributors to 
the United States’ agricul-
tural and overall economy. 
The report highlights pork 
industry value chain contri-
butions and growth over the 
past five years.

“This report underscores 
how the pork industry is 
an important pillar to the 
U.S. economy and the posi-
tive ripple effect it has on 
many other important sec-
tors in the American supply 

chain,” said Holly Cook, 
NPPC staff economist. 
“From farm to fork, the 
combined economic con-
tribution from hog produc-
tion and pork processing 
supports more than 600,000 
American jobs and gener-
ates $178 billion of direct, 
indirect and induced sales 
that equate to $57 billion in 
value-added GDP.”

Key takeaways in the re-
port include:

– The pork industry sup-
ports 613,823 direct and 
indirect jobs in the United 
States.

– In 2021, more than 
66,000 pig farms sold more 

Report highlights pork industry contributions 
to American jobs and the economy

Harlan Tribune
Tuesday, October 25, 2022

than 140 million hogs worth 
over $28 billion in gross 
cash receipts. And the num-
ber of U.S. pig farms has 
grown since 2012.

– Farming and processing 
sectors are responsible for 
supporting more than $35 
billion in personal income 
and boosts economic activ-
ity in related services such 
as trucking, grain elevators, 
insurance and other rural-
based businesses.

– In 2021, approximate-
ly 25% of U.S. pork was 
exported abroad, which 
equates to 7 billion pounds 
of pork valued at $8 billion. 
In addition, exports added 

more than $62 per head in 
value to each pig marketed 
in 2021.

– The pork industry gen-
erates significant economic 
activity through its purchase 
of inputs. Feed inputs, such 
as corn and soybean meal, 
account for an estimated 
56% of total U.S. produc-
tion costs.

“It’s vital to share this 
economic snapshot as 
America’s pork producers 
continue to engage with 
regulators and policymak-
ers, food companies and 
others to convey how our 
businesses directly and in-
directly impact the larger 

economy,” said Terry Wolt-
ers, NPPC president and 
owner of Stoney Creek 
Farms in Pipestone, Min-
nesota “As a producer, this 
analysis makes me proud 
to see the impact I have be-
ing part of the thriving U.S. 
pork industry.”

In addition to the national 
report, NPPC released 22 
state-level economic re-
ports. These reports high-
light how the pork industry 
contributes at a grassroots 
level and shows the breadth 
of the industry producing 
affordable, safe and nutri-
tious pork for consumers 
here and abroad.

Approximately seven percent of U.S. hogs are on farms with less than 
2,000 head in total inventory and 93 percent are on farms with 2,000 

or more hogs. Family farms comprise 96 percent of all U.S. hog farms 
and 81 percent of hog inventories.

<2,000 head = 58,115 Farms
2,000-4,999 head = 4,724 Farms

5,000+ head = 3,600 farms

The most recent USDA-NASS Census of Agriculture shows that the 
number of farms raising hogs increased by nearly 3,200 from 2012 to 

2017. There are now 66,439 U.S. hog farms with an average inventory 
of 1,089 hogs per farm.

Source: National Pork Producers Council
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Thank You!

We salute all who 
are involved in the 
farming industry - 
because of them, 
we have abundant 
food on our tables.

We would like to 
shout out a huge 

thank you to 
everyone who works 

and volunteers in 
ag-related

 organizations and 
businesses.

CDS Global 
Cogdill Farm Supply 
Cyclone Lanes
Dr. Jay’s Family Eye Care
Express Lube & Tire, LLC
Fareway
Farmers Trust & Savings Bank
H&R Block
Harlan Newspapers 
Hy-Vee 

KNOD
Mediacom 
Midstates Bank, N.A. 
Nelson Farm Supply 
Pauley Jones Funeral Home 
Pizza Ranch 
SCSB 
Shelby County Chamber 
 of Commerce & Industry 
Subway 
United Bank of Iowa

This message is courtesy of these local businesses:



by Elizabeth A. Elliott, Editor
PORTSMOUTH — When Trevor Langenfeld and his father, George, head to 

their farm in Portsmouth, they take extra precautions to ensure the health and 
safety of the pigs they care for. 

“The biggest thing this year has been pig health,” Trevor said. “We’ve been 
lucky down here. We shower at home and make sure we don’t bring any disease 
from another hog site.” 

Trevor and George don plastic boots over their shoes before going into their 
site. 

“We walk the pigs every day and make sure they’re all getting feed and water,” 
Trevor said. “We get them shots if they are getting sick.” 

An early morning starts at Langenfeld Farms with checking the water meters. 
“If they’re drinking less water we can tell the pigs may be getting sick a day or 

two ahead of time,” Trevor said. 
The Langenfelds, like many others in the country, are concerned about a par-

ticular disease. 
“We are watching a foreign animal disease called African Swine Fever,” said 

David Stender, swine specialist with the Iowa State Extension and Outreach of-
fice. “It’s been spreading around the globe.” 

Stender said it hit North America a 
year ago.  

“The whole industry is trying to 
prepare in case it does jump across 
into the continental U.S.,” he said. 
“We export a lot of pork, with one out 
of every four pigs getting exported to 
another country.” 

Stender said if we get this disease, 
then those countries will shut down 
the exports for at least a little while. 

“That will cost the U.S. pork in-
dustry billions and billions of dollars. 
That’s on the producers’ minds — 
that and scarcity of labor,” he said. 
“What we are finding is long hours 
and stress, doing it with a short crew 
and asking them to work harder. It’s a 
tough situation.”

Langenfeld Farms is run by Trevor 
and George, who work with over 4,000 pigs. Trevor, like George, followed in his 
father’s footsteps and stayed with farming.  

“Livestock is labor intensive,” said George. “Finding the people and getting 
people to work is tough.” 

Swine disease, labor shortage 
on the minds of pork producers

Trevor Langenfeld
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