
H a r l a n  N e w s p a p e r s  •  S p e c i a l  S e c t i o n  •  F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  3 ,  2 0 2 3

“Learning to Do” “Doing to Learn” “Earning to Live” “Living to Serve”

National 
FFA WEEK

Harlan Community High School FFA Members

Harlan Community Middle School FFA Members



H a r l a n  N e w s p a p e r s  •  S p e c i a l  S e c t i o n  •  F r i d a y ,  M a r c h  3 ,  2 0 2 3

“Learning to Do” “Doing to Learn” “Earning to Live” “Living to Serve”

National 
FFA WEEK

Harlan Community High School FFA Members

Harlan Community Middle School FFA Members



	 Harlan News-Advertiser
Page 2 - Friday, March 3, 20232023 National FFA Week

Helping our members save 
electricity and the environment.

Harlan, Iowa
(712) 755-2166
www.nvrec.com

Erv Pauley & Sons, owners & operators • Barn 263-3149

SALE EVERY SATURDAY
Hogs 8:30 am • Misc. 9 a.m.
Sheep 9 am • Cows 11 am
Followed by Feeder Cattle
WWW. DENISON LIVESTOCK.COM

JR Pauley 269-7777  •  Tom Pauley 263-0224  •  Ben Pauley 269-6846
Dave Vanness 265-1189  •   Randy Pryor 644-7610 • Jared Muhlbauer 269-7729

Congratulations

600 Lasalle Ave.  • Panama, IA 51562
 Equal Opportunity Employer

Join our quality, growing company.

On an 
outstanding 

season of 
achievements.

We’re proud to 
support the leadership, 

personal growth and 
career success 

nurtured by the FFA.

Kloewer
Plumbing 
& Heating

Bob, Brian & Mark
Defiance, IA  712-748-4416

Insertion Information
Newspaper:  Harlan Newspaper - Harlan Schools FFA Special Section
Ad Size:  3.3” x 4” - $59 Gold Sponsorship
Color:  None
Contact:  Becky Collins becky@areyouresourceful.com  
 or 712-358-0358 
	 or	Jacie	Scheffler	jacie@fmctc.com	 
 or 712-744-3131

You make  
us all 
proud.

You make 

712-744-3131 www.fmctc.com

Fiber Internet  l  Television  l  Phone

Great Job FFA Participants! 

Matt & Kristen
Van Baale

Proud supporter of our youth 
and their futures.

The Harlan Community School District’s FFA Chapter 
celebrated National FFA Week, February 18-25, 2023. More 
than 850,000 members participated in National FFA Week 
activities at local, state and national levels. 

Designated as National FFA Week in 1947, the week of 
George Washington’s birthday is FFA Week, and runs from 
Saturday to Saturday. FFA Week gives FFA members an op-
portunity to educate the public about agriculture. During 
the week, chapters across the nation conduct a variety of ac-
tivities to help others in their school and community learn 
about FFA and agricultural education. Harlan FFA celebrat-
ed National FFA Week by participating in various activities 
throughout the week. A coloring contest was held for all PK-
5th grade students, with prizes being awarded to each grade 
level. Members hosted a faculty appreciation breakfast at 
the high school during the week. Other fun activities were 
school dress up days themed towards agriculture or FFA, 
FFA trivia activities, and an FFA Emblem scavenger hunt. 

Today, FFA provides the next generation of leaders who 
will change the world. As the top school-based youth lead-

ership development organization in the nation, FFA helps 
young people meet new agricultural challenges by develop-
ing their unique talents and exploring their interests in a 
broad range of career pathways. FFA members are our fu-
ture leaders, our future food suppliers, our future innova-
tors and more!

The National FFA Organization is a school-based na-
tional youth leadership development organization of more 
than 850,000 student members as part of 8,995 local FFA 
chapters in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Harlan FFA stands strong at 180 middle school, high 
school, and college members. The FFA Mission states: “FFA 
makes a positive difference in the lives of students by de-
veloping their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agricultural educa-
tion.” Harlan FFA members’ “Premier leadership” is built 
through participating in FFA Leadership Career Devel-
opment Events. Students work on their “personal growth 
and career success” through their Supervised Agricultural 
Experience Projects and participation in Ag Skills Career 

Development Events. Students’ entrepreneurship projects 
include market and breeding beef, swine, sheep, horse, rab-
bits, and chickens. Placement projects include working on 
farms and at local agricultural businesses. Students in the 
agriculture program at Harlan Community Schools have 
the opportunity to learn real world connections by working 
with area businesses and hands on learning opportunities 
in the classroom, shop or greenhouse.

Annual community development activities include con-
ducting the Food for America Program, a service project 
conducted by the FFA seniors to teach elementary students 
various agriculture related topics. FFA also assists with 
various service projects around the Harlan Community 
including cancer awareness fundraisers, food drives and 
promoting agriculture safety and advocacy. Members hold 
the values of the FFA Creed, “I believe that American agri-
culture can and will hold true to the best traditions of our 
national life and that I can exert an influence in my home 
and community which will stand solid for my part in that 
inspiring task.”

Harlan FFA Chapter Celebrates 2023 National FFA Week
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“Learning to Do”
Learning to Do - One of the national require-

ments of being an FFA member is to be enrolled in an 
agricultural education class. At Harlan Community we 
have various agriculture classes for 7th-12th grade stu-
dents. Classes focus on introductory agriculture, ca-
reers, animal and plant science, agricultural business, 
and agricultural mechanics. A large part of learning 
in agriculture classes is focused on hands-on, research 
and inquiry-based learning.    Ag 2/Agronomy students take a yearly trip to FSC in Defiance to gain a real world experience in the industry.

  Ag 2/Agronomy students, Kendall Kohles and Aubrey 
Schwieso doing a lab focused on soil organisms.

  Eighth grade Agriculture students, Avery Manz, Abby Cur-
ren, Aubree Wegner, Kerrigan Kruse, and Kenzley Bruck 
mastering their beef jerky marinade recipes.

State farm
inSurance companieS
Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois

Clark 
ahrenholtz

2114 12th St. • Harlan, IA
712-755-5724 • 800-845-9715

clark.ahrenholtz.jb69@statefarm.com

FGFGFG
Forever Green Lawn Care LLC

Paul & Ashley Bruck, Licensed & Insured

Harlan, IA • 712-579-9262

Proudly supporting our youth.

Rowland Burton
State Certified General Real Property Appraiser

2144 1900th Street 
Irwin, IA 51446

Phone 
712-782-3203

Supporting our local FFA — another 
outstanding program at HCHS

1910 23rd St, 
Harlan, IA 51537

Grocery Department
(712) 755-2030
Meat Department
(712) 755-7227

SHOP ONLINE 24/7 www.fareway.com/790
•  Diagnostic and repair of all makes and models
•  Diesel pickup repairs of Cummins, Powerstroke and 

Duramax
•  Engine and transmission repair and replacement
•  Tires, brakes and tune-ups
•  General auto repairs

Corey Freund and Jacob Bruck
203 South Railway, Panama, IA 51562

HouRS: M-F 7:30 am- 5:30 pm

712-489-2443

Supporting agriculture, 
agricultural education 

and the 
Harlan FFA

Shelby County 
Extension and Outreach

712-755-3104 • 906 6th St., Harlan

Supporting area youth in their 
Agricultural Education.
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“Earning to Live”
Supervised Agriculture Experience Programs - 

High School FFA members are all required to have a Su-
pervised Agriculture Experience Program. Some of our 
members take these programs very seriously, earning 
awards based on these projects. Records are kept for SAE 
projects on the Agricultural Experience Tracker online 
program. 

Congrats to our  FFA program

Earling • Harlan  •   Woodbine
Your Bank for Today & TomorrowChatburn Ave., Harlan, IA

Elm Crest and 
our Residents 
Thank the FFA 
for the 
poinsettias 
each Christmas!

2104 12th St.
Harlan, IA
712-755-5174

www.ElmCrest.net

Farm Service Cooperative                                         
2308 Pine Street, Harlan, IA

712-755-3185
www.fscoop.com

 
 

 
 

Jeff Schmitz
Owner, Broker

607 Chatburn Ave, Harlan, IA 51537
nvcservices@fmctc.com

Farm 
management

Farmland

real eState

For
ALL
Your
Auction
Needs!

Mitch Osborn, Auctioneer 

Harlan, IA • 712-579-4824
John Clayton, Auctioneer • Walnut, IA • 712-249-1024

Curtis Osborn, Auctioneer • Shenandoah, IA • 712-246-8722

www.osbornauction.com
Household • Antique • Farm • Land

FFA…helping 
students realize that 
everyone can be a 
part of agriculture and 
feeding the world.

  Brylee Schechinger is pictured with 
her broiler trio being exhibited at the 
Shelby County Fair.

  Katy Schmitz and Sydney O’Neill are pictured with 
their horses they exhibited at the county and state fair.
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“Doing to Learn”
Doing to Learn - FFA members compete 

in a variety of different leadership and career de-
velopment competitions throughout the school 
year. Members compete in career skills events in 
the areas of livestock judging, soil judging, agri-
culture mechanics, agriculture sales, etc. Leader-
ship competitions focus on public speaking and 
communication skills. Members read, write, and 
speak as part of all of the leadership competitions. 
These contests are meant to build career skills that 
will be valuable for FFA members’ futures, wheth-
er it be in agriculture or a career outside of the 
agriculture industry. Students also gain real world 
connections in class by partnering with local busi-
nesses or utilizing the shop or greenhouse facili-
ties.

  Below: One Career Development Event our chapter has 
excelled in is soil judging. Pictured is the team of Brylee 
Schechinger, Teya Frohlich, Emily Schechinger, and Marissa 
Schmidt from this past year at a practice event.

�

1410 Hwy. 44 E., Harlan
712-755-3115 • 800-772-6184

Discover an entire organization that spends every working day 
thinking, planning and investing in ways to serve you better.

Learn more by calling the Harlan office at 
800-475-3128.

1812 Hawkeye Ave.
Harlan, IA 51537

IF AGRICULTURE MEANS 
SOMETHING TO YOU, YOU 
MEAN EVERYTHING TO US.

IF AGRICULTURE MEANS 
SOMETHING TO YOU, YOU 
MEAN EVERYTHING TO US.

IF AGRICULTURE MEANS 
SOMETHING TO YOU, YOU 
MEAN EVERYTHING TO US.
Discover an entire organization that spends 
every working day thinking, planning and 
investing in ways to serve you better.

Learn more by calling the Harlan office at 
800-475-3128.

1812 Hawkeye Ave.
Harlan, IA 51537 Shaping the Future of Industrial Mobility. 

Proud supporter of students and school 
FFA programs. 

1605 Industrial Pky, 
Harlan, IA

800-452-0052NOW HIRING! Apply at Conductix.us

Panama, Iowa • 712-489-2601
www.panamamainstreetmarket.com  •  Like us on Facebook

Offering appetizers, entrees, desserts 
& cakes for your graduation party and 

other special events that lie ahead.
Serving every occasion since 1999!

Delivering exceptional 
  taste & service.

www.essentiaproteins.com
Production Operators starting wage $20.50/hr.

Maintenance Technicians starting wage $24.50/hr.

Supporting the next skilled 
workforce of biologists, chemists, 

engineers and entrepreneurs.

ÂYearly the Ag 2/Agronomy class partners with Farm Service 
Coop to utilize a crop plot area. The class makes decisions on 
seed selection and some fertilizer and pesticide applications.
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“Living to Serve”
Living to Serve FFA members are active in 

their community helping with various projects. One of 
the recent highlights was the Blue/Pink Out Spaghetti 
Supper FFA members conducted. FFA members, with 
the assistance of FCS students, prepared the meal and 
served the meal at the same time as the Blue/Pink Out 
basketball event. The chapter was able to raise $1,700 
during this event. The free will donations collected 
from the meal were donated to the American Cancer 
Society/Shelby County Relay for Life. Yearly the chap-
ter also helps with the annual Arbor Day Activities that 
the Shelby County Plant Iowa group leads.

  Above: Tyler Fergason, Teya Frohlich, Cheyenne Obrecht, 
Ryleigh Obrecht, Olivia Jens, Stephanie Scheuring, and Ania 
Kaster helping bag trees that are handed out to all Harlan 
Community 5th graders on Arbor Day.

  Right: Madison Thompson, Allison Retzlaff, Kienna Wil-
werding, Brylie Kenkel, Emma Zaiger, and Ashley Tunender 
helping with the Blue/Pink Out Spaghetti Supper.

www.petersenmotorsllc.com
1708 Chatburn Ave., HArlAn
712-235-9999 • 1-877-235-0999 vehicle history reports

Sales & 
Full Service 

Repair 
On All Makes Of Vehicles.

(712) 755-3883 • www.knodfm.com

“24 Hours of 
Greatest Hits!”

Keep in Touch . . .
Listen for School
and Farm
News Daily!

Music from the 50’s, 60’s,
70’s and 80’s.

909 Chatburn 615A Durant, Harlan • 712-755-3174
Owner: Michelle Blum

A History of  Service and Caring since 1930
Harlan    1304 9th St.   (800) 831-6805    (712) 755-3135

Avoca    1304 Sawmill Rd   (800) 447-2588  www.pauleyjones.com
Denison    1425 Broadway    Denison     712-263-4151

Plan Now For Your 
Career in Nursing

Earn Your 
LPN Diploma 

Right Here 
In Harlan

Fall 2021 registration begins March 17th 
(March 8th for current IWCC students)

All prerequisites and LPN classes are offered at the 
Shelby County Center. Call now or stop by to learn more!

Summer 2023 registration begins March 1st. 
(February 22rd for current IWCC students)

Fall 2023 registration begins April 12th. 
(Beginning April 3rd for current IWCC students)

www.iwcc.edu
More Info: Lori Stitz, Director, Shelby County Center

712-755-3568
lstitz@iwcc.edu

1 Stop • 3 BrandS

2101 23rd St. (Hwy 59) • Harlan, ia • 712-755-2116
1-800-234-4927 • www.keastautocenter.com

Open 7:30 am Everyday!
Mon. & Thurs. Eve ‘til 8 pm. Saturdays ‘til 4 pm!

Certified
Service!

“Your Automotive
Super Store”

Mission:
To create a vibrant future 

for agriculture, 
farm families 

and their communities.
www.facebook.com/ShelbyCountyFarmBureau

www.facebook.com/ShelbyCountyFarmBureau

Mission:
To create a vibrant future 

for agriculture, 
farm families 

and their communities.

We Appreciate Our Local 
FFA Chapters And All 

Who Support Its Mission.
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Iowa’s
#1 Ag Bank

PROUD TO SUPPORT LOCAL FFA

unitedbk.bank

Harlan
1802 23rd St

712-755-5800

Member FDIC

TOM’S ELECTRIC & 
GRAIN EQUIPMENT, INC.

tomelect@fmctc.com
712-627-4610  •  105 Weber St., Westphalia, IA

America's Finest
Grain Management Systems

Conrad American is a leading 
manufacturer of America's finest and 
heaviest grain management systems.

Our commitment to quality and 
service is what sets us apart.

Brock Darling • Lori Baughman • Jessica Nielsen

1117 7th, Harlan • 755-3171
shelbycountyfarmers.com

SorenSen 
equipment
712-755-2455 • Hwy. 59 • Harlan, IA

www.sorensenequipment.com

www.kinze.com

Proud to support the
HCS FFA program!

712-482-6431
www.ArborBanking.com

301 Oakland Avenue Oakland.

Hamilton 
Financial Services

I understand what matters to farmers because I am 
a farmer; a proud Shelby County cattle producer.

Dillan Hamilton, CPA
Investment Advisor Representative

Dillan.Hamilton@ampf.com
Harlan: 712-235-5500

Walnut: 784-5500
Fax: 712-784-5503

www.ameripriseadvisors.com/dillan.hamilton

Investment advisory products are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc., a 
registered investment adviser. Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC

• Planning 
• Investments 

• Retirement Plans 
• Insurance Products

Now with 2 LocatioNs to serve you!
506 Market St. Harlan, • IA 51537

308 Antique City Dr. • Walnut, IA 51577

Serving Individuals, Families, & Business owners, 
helping create a clear vision for your future. 

Can reduce costly dockages 
for foreign materials. 
Can reduce aeration costs, cut 
down on hot spots in the 
grain mass, and can reduce 
drying time. 
Can remove crumbs from 
pellets. 
Efficient cleaning without 
outside power requirements. 
Units available to do 700 bph 
up to 60,000 bph. 

■ 

■ 
 
 

■ 

■ 
 
■ 

We salute those 
students who 

continue to develop 
their leadership skills.

Shelby County 
Physical Therapy 
Jeremy Arkfeld, MSPT, COMT
2305 Chatburn Ave. • Harlan • 712-733-8750
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2105 Pine St.  • Harlan • 235-5342

Family Dental 
associates, inc.

Phil Markham, DDS •  Roy Burkhalter, DDS 

Harlan IA • 712-755-5191
For all your asphalt paving needs.

Paving the way for your future.ALL NEW CHARGER & BOSS XL

CountryClipper.com

Schedule a Test Drive Today!
• Powered by Dependable Kawasaki Engines
• Equipped with Hydro-Gear Transaxles
• Choose between Joystick or Twin Lever Control

Boss XL
60" & 72" Decks

5 Yr, 1200 Hr
Warranty

Charger
52" & 60" Decks
5 Yr, 1000 Hr 
Warranty

STEVE’S REPAIR
305 2nd, Defi ance, IA • Shop (712) 748-4466 • Cell (712) 579-2433

CountryClipper.com

All New Charger
& Boss XL

Your Local Dealer:

Schedule a Test Drive Today!
• Powered by Dependable Kawasaki Engines
• Equipped with Hydro-Gear Transaxles
• Choose between Joystick or Twin Lever Control

Boss XL
60” & 72” Decks

5 Yr, 1200 Hr
Warranty

Charger
52” & 60” Decks

5 Yr, 1000 Hr
Warranty

Brand • Products

755-2027 • 111 Cyclone Ave. •  Harlan

AHRENHOLTZ CONSTRUCTION
G E N E R A L  C O N T R A C T O R S

2603 SW Ave., Harlan                                        ahrenholtzconstruction.com

         Congratulations !Supporting area FFA Programs: 

1810 Chatburn Ave, 
Harlan, IA 51537

Find more of what you need at: 

Supporting the Harlan FFA 
group for all their 
project needs. 

www.harlandoitbesthardware.com

712-755-5642

Harlan FFA Chapter Officer Team 
2022-2023: Left to right- Advisor, Justine 
Holloway; Sentinel, Emily Schechinger; 
Secretary- Micah Sorensen; President- 
Ryleigh Obrecht; Treasurer- Cameron 

Springman; Reporter- Addison Obrecht; 
Vice President- Stephanie Scheuring; 
Reporter- Teya Frohlich; Secretary- 

Joseph Bragg; Advisor, Kenny White

Harlan FFA 
Chapter 

Officer Team 
2022-2023
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